Acts Chapter 7:44-60 “Stephen’s Sermon Part 3: Relationship Above Religion”

The flaws of those who trusted their religion above a relationship with Christ: 1. Their reasoning was wrong
(stephens arguments were of the Spirit, they were carnally minded) 2. They relied on a location (But God
blessed Abraham before the temple) 3. They resisted the savior (Josephs brothers resisted their savior) 4.
They rejected their deliverer (The people rejected Moses)

|) They Had a Restricted View of God (Verses5®4

1) It started with a tent (4445)

a) The tabernacle was an earthly copy of the Heavenly reality.
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instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, "See that you make

af GKAy3a | O0O2NRAYy3I (G2 (GKS LI GUSNY aKz2gy
& Heb923p GC¢CKSNBTFT2NBE AlG gl a ySoOoSaal NE GKIF G

should be purified with these, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices

than these. 24 Forhist has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are
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b) Why would you continue to look at the picture, and love the picture, when you could see the
real person!

2) Then they built a temple (4€17)
a) David wanted to build God a house, his son Solomon was the one who built it.
e See2Chron. 2-4
b) The Temple was fantastic! It was wonderful! But the best thing about the temple is that people
could meet with God there.
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b) Do we have small view of God like these religious leaders did?
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() Charles Misner, a scientific specialist in general relativity theory, expressed Albert
Einstein's skepticism over the church with words that should waken us to the
shallowness of our experience with God in worship: "The design of the universe ... is
very magnificent and shouldn't be taken for granted. In fact, | believe that is why
Einstein had so little use for organized religion, although he strikes me as a basically
very religious man. HE MUST HAVE LOOKED AT WHAT THE PREACHER SAID
ABOUT GOD AND FELT THAT THEY WERE BLASPHEMING. HE HAD SEEN MUCH
MORE MAJESTY THAN THEY HAD EVER IMAGINED, AND THEY WERE JUST NOT
TALKING ABOUT THE REAL THING. My guess is that he simply felt that religions he'd
run across did not have proper respect ... for the author of the universe."



(i) fin our worship services God simply doesn't come through for who he is. He is
unwittingly belittled. For those who are stunned by the indescribable magnitude of what
God has made, not to mention the infinite greatness of the One who made it, the steady
diet on Sunday morning of practical "how to's" and psychological soothing and relational
therapy and tactical planning seem dramatically out of touch with Reality - the God of
overwhelming greatness.oi John Piper

1) They Reacted Against the Truth (Verses@1)

1) Sephen was willing to speak the trutl{51-53)
a) He made specific application to his hearers
e Drawing on concepts from the Old Testament, Stephen rebukes those who rejected Jesus;
they are stiff-necked (as Israel is described in passages like Exodus 32:9), and they are
uncircumcised in heart and ears (as Israel is described in passages like Jeremiah 9:26). In
using the two phrases together, he may have in mind a passage like Deuteronomy 10:16:
Therefore circumcise the foreskin of your heart, and berstgkel no longer
b) He was bold in the face of adversity
()hnHe takes the sharp knife of the Word and
the inward parts of their hearts, and the secrets of their souls . . . He could not have
delivered that searching address with greater fearlessness had he been assured
that they would thank him for the operation; the fact that his death was certain had
no other effect upon him than to make hir

2) By the Holy Spirit they were deeply convicted byeltruth (54)

a) The word of God cut to their heart
e ¢KS 22NR LINBIFOKSR AYy GKS LI2gSNI 2F GKS { LA
() John Wesley asked his preachers 2 questions when they returned from
preaching assignments. 1. Did anybody get saved? 2. Did anybody get
mad? If they said no to both questions, he questioned their call to preach.
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3) Stephen experienced the trutl55-60)

a) He had lived for Christ in his life, and now he saw Him face to face in his death.
() December 1666, Hugh MacHale, sentenced to die said, "Good news; wonderful
good news! | am within four days of enjoying the sight of Jesus, my Savior!"
e He saw the glory of God and Jesus was standing to receive him
e He forgave those who were ignorant
) They ran upon him with one accord: Wil
of the herd of demon-possessed swine whichrandown t o t he sea! o
e He opened the eyes of Saul (later called Paul) the mantle was now passed on!

i nlt may take a crucified church to bring
worl d. o



