Acts Chapter 6:1-7“ Cal I i ng "Al | Ser van

) There is a Need for Servanf¥erse 1)

1) The Hellenist widows were being neglected in the food distribution
a) Boring ministry? But necessary!
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essential to a healthy church.
e Practical service IS spiritual servidéle same Greek word is used for batbtribution (Acts
6:1) andministry (Acts 6:4).
e Jesus spoke of the greatest in tkengdom is the greatest slave.
& Mark 10:43-4 5 Yet'it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great
among you shall be your servant. 44 And whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave
of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give
Hislif e a ransom for many.”
b) Hellenists were Jews who adopted the Greek language, customs, and culture
e These were hard people to serve for the strict Jews. There was prejudice involved.
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who are difficult to serveService is selfless!

(i) A Sunday School teacher was teaching her children the benefits of unselfishness.
She concluded by saying: "The reason you are in this world, children, is to help
others." After a moment's silence, a little girl spoke up: "Well, then, what are the
OTHERS here for?"

e As you join a church do you ask Awhat can | ¢

Iy There are Different Areas of Service (Verses 2, 4)

1) Itis important to serve in the area of ministry that Gbhas called you to

a) The Apostles were called to the Word of God and prayer. If they did evenglsagn the
church, the people would suffer.
e Itis not that they were unwilling to serve in othemys;they just recognized that it was
more beneficial tohe people if they concentrated on one area of ministry.
e Do you expect the pastor to do everything? Or are you willing to help out too?
i) After years of research, the profile of t
perfect pastor preaches exactly fifteen minutes. He condemns sin, but never
embarrasses anyone. He works from 8:00 A.M. until midnight and is also the church
janitor. He makes $60 a week, wears good clothes, drives a new car, and gives $50
a week to the poor. He is twenty-eight years old and has been preaching for twenty-
five years, is wonderfully gentle and handsome, loves to work with teenagers, and
spends countless hours with senior citizens. He makes fifteen calls daily on parish
families, shut-ins, and hospital patients, and he is always in his office when needed.
b) We all have an area of ministry. What is yours?
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e You can also pray and fit in at any time. God wants us to be more than just chair warmers or
Sunday!



& 1Peter4:10-11 “ As each one has received a gif
stewards of the manifold grace of God."”

iy There are Qualifications for Servan{8, 56) (See also: 1 Timothy 313,
and Titus 1:59)

1) Good reputation (3)

a) Knownin the church and the community as being Godly people, and good citizens.
&1 Tim 3:7 “He must also have a good rep!
i nto disgrace and into the devil's trap.

2) Full of the Holy Spirit (3,5)
a) We need morehan just talentThese qualifications are more about character than outward
appearance or image.
& Turn to: 1 Corinthians 1:26-29; 2:1-5

3) Wisdom (3)
a) We need the Holy Spirit AND wisdom. Wisdisrmore valuable than any material thing.
(i) A small factory had to cease operations when a vital piece of machinery broke down.
The firm's own mechanics couldn't get a thing working again so an outside expert
was called in. He looked the situation over for a couple of minutes and then took a
hammer and tapped the machine in a certain spot and it started running beautifully.
When he submitted a bill for $100 the plant owner became furious and demanded an

itemized bill, which subsequently was forthcoming as follows: $1.00 for hitting
machine; $99.00 for knowing where to hit.

& Prov810-11 “ Receive my instruction, and not
gold; 11 For wisdom is better than rubies, And all the things one may desire cannot be
compared with her.”

b) God will give you the wisdom you need

& James 1: Youlacksiwisdam, ket him tisk of God, who gives to all liberally and

without reproach, and it wil/l be given |

4) Faith (5)
a) To be useful for God in this world we must be men and women of faith.
e Just read Hebrews chapter eleven! Nothing good has esen ldone without faith in God.
& Heb 11:6 “But without faith it is |1 mpos:
believe that He is, and that He is a re\

Iv) There is Fruit from Servic@/erse 7)

1) When the churchwas full of servants, the world was getting saved.
a) The word of God spread
b) The number of people multiplied greatly
c) Even former enemies and prominent people started to be obedient to Jesus.




