Acts Chapter 23 “If God is For You...”

1) Circumstances are Against You (VerseB0)
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1) We wonder why bad things happen to good people.
(1) God may be using it for something better in your life
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b) Frustration because of the circumstances 32
I) This happens when we get our eyes off of the Lord and on to our circumstances.
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I) He admitted wrong
(@) Exodus 22:28 , 2dz aKIff y20 NBGA{TS D2R3X y 2N Odz\
i) He used the situation to his advantage

() This was like having a Catholic, a Lutheran, a Presbyterian, and a Baptist in the
meeting, discussing Baptism and the Lords Supper!

2) Others are Against Yo(Verses 1122)

a) Many have forsaken you, abandoned you, come agsiyou.
1) These men were serious. They lived and died according to their hatred of Paul.

i) Do you feel forsaken by everyone?

(a) Job 19:1317"He has removed my brothers far from rded my acquaintances are
completely estranged from me. 14 My relatives have fa#ed| my close friends have
forgotten me. 15 Those who dwell in my house, and my maidsen@oitsit me as a
stranger;l am an alien in their sight. 16 | call my servant, but he gives no anisieg;
him with my mouth. 17 My breath is offensive to my wiad | am repulsivi® the
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b) But not everyoné

1) There are people who are with you and for you!
(a) Romans 1131 "LORD, they have killed Your prophets tomd down Your altars, and |
alone am left, and they seek my life"? 4 But what does the divine response say to him?
"I have reserved for Myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal.”

i) Most importantly the Lord is with you
(@) 2 Timothy 4:16176 ! &G Y& TFTANRBRIG RSTFSyasS y2 2yS aidz?2
not be charged against them. But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that
the message might be preached fully through me, and that all the Gentiles might hear.
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(b) Hebrews 13:% X T1 S | AYa St F K kadle ydulndr RiBakdybu."g A f £y §
lii) That brings us back to the key verse (verse 11) God was not done with Paul!

(i) Ancient historians record that horse traders brought a beautiful black horse to the
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about to reject him. But Alexander was amazed by the animal and asked permission
to ride him. Noting that the horse was frightened of his shadow, Alexander turned
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forth before the king.

(i) As we look up to the Son of righteousness, we also can exercise courageX when you
look into the light, your shadow is always behind you!

3) Charges brought Against YdWerses 235)

a) There were no legitimate charges brought against Paul
1) What about you? Maybe the reason why you are having such a hard time and
alone is because the things people are saying about you are true?
(a) LCorinthians 11:28 G4 . dzi € Sié | YIFy SEIFIYAYS KAYaSt ¥X
(b) 2 Corinthians 136 9 E YAY S @2 dzNASt @Sa a4 (2 6KSGKS
yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Chrigbis?n unless indeed you
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b) But we are guilty of sin! What about those charges?

(@) Romans 8:38442 K2 aKFfft oNAYy3a | OKINBS | 3FAyal
Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermosisisén, who is
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(b) Colossians 2:1844 ! YR @2dzz 0SAYy3 RSIFR AYy @&2dzNJ & NX
your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespagses, 1
having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was
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Summery: Romans 8:31-39



