
Acts Chapter 23 “If God is For You…” 
 

1) Circumstances are Against You (Verses 1-10) 
 
a) ¢ƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ƎƻƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ tŀǳƭ ƘŀŘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ όмύ 

i) We wonder why bad things happen to good people. 
(1) God may be using it for something better in your life 

(i) The only survivor of ŀ ǎƘƛǇǿǊŜŎƪΦΦΦIŜ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ŦŜǾŜǊƛǎƘƭȅ ŦƻǊ DƻŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎŎǳŜΧƘŜ 
ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƘǳǘΧƘŜ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ Ƙǳǘ ƛƴ 
ŦƭŀƳŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƳƻƪŜ ǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƪȅΧϦDƻŘΣ Ƙƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ƳŜΧǎƘƛǇ ƘŀŘ 
come to rescue him.  "How did you ƪƴƻǿ L ǿŀǎ ƘŜǊŜΚϦΧϦ²Ŝ ǎŀǿ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƳƻƪŜ ǎƛƎƴŀƭΣϦ 

(b) Romans 8:28 ά!ƴŘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƭƻǾŜ 
DƻŘΣ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Iƛǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΦέ 
 

b) Frustration because of the circumstances (2-3) 
i) This happens when we get our eyes off of the Lord and on to our circumstances. 

 

c) IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴ ƘƻǇŜ ƻǊ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ όп-10) 
i) He admitted wrong 

(a) Exodus 22:28 Ϧ¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǾƛƭŜ DƻŘΣ ƴƻǊ ŎǳǊǎŜ ŀ ǊǳƭŜǊ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ 

ii) He used the situation to his advantage 
(i) This was like having a Catholic, a Lutheran, a Presbyterian, and a Baptist  in the 

meeting, discussing Baptism and the Lords Supper! 
 

2) Others are Against You (Verses 11-22) 
a) Many have forsaken you, abandoned you, come against you. 

i) These men were serious. They lived and died according to their hatred of Paul. 
ii) Do you feel forsaken by everyone? 

(a) Job 19:13-17 "He has removed my brothers far from me, And my acquaintances are 
completely estranged from me. 14 My relatives have failed, And my close friends have 
forgotten me. 15 Those who dwell in my house, and my maidservants, Count me as a 
stranger; I am an alien in their sight. 16 I call my servant, but he gives no answer; I beg 
him with my mouth. 17 My breath is offensive to my wife, And I am repulsive to the 
childrŜƴ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ōƻŘȅΦέ 

(b) 2 Timothy 4:16 ά!ǘ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǎǘƻƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊǎƻƻƪ ƳŜΦ aŀȅ ƛǘ ƴƻǘ 
ōŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜƳΦέ 
 

b) But not everyone! 
i) There are people who are with you and for you! 

(a) Romans 11:3-4 "LORD, they have killed Your prophets and torn down Your altars, and I 
alone am left, and they seek my life"?  4  But what does the divine response say to him? 
"I have reserved for Myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal." 

ii) Most importantly the Lord is with you 
(a) 2 Timothy 4:16-17 ά!ǘ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǎǘƻƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊǎƻƻƪ ƳŜΦ aŀȅ ƛǘ 

not be charged against them.  But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that 
the message might be preached fully through me, and that all the Gentiles might hear. 
Also I was ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƻƴΦέ 



(b) Hebrews 13:5 άΧΤIŜ IƛƳǎŜƭŦ Ƙŀǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ϦL ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƭeave you nor forsake you." 

iii) That brings us back to the key verse (verse 11) God was not done with Paul! 
(i) Ancient historians record that horse traders brought a beautiful black horse to the 
ŎƻǳǊǘ ƻŦ tƘƛƭƛǇΣ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ first so vicious, 
plunging and ƪƛŎƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƳŜ ƴŜŀǊΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ƘƻǊǎŜƳŀƴ ǿŀǎ 
about to reject him. But Alexander was amazed by the animal and asked permission 
to ride him. Noting that the horse was frightened of his shadow, Alexander turned 
ǘƘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ, then leaped upon his back and galloped back and 
forth before the king.  

(ii) As we look up to the Son of righteousness, we also can exercise courageΧ when you 
look into the light, your shadow is always behind you! 
 

3) Charges brought Against You (Verses 23-35) 
 
a) There were no legitimate charges brought against Paul 

i) What about you? Maybe the reason why you are having such a hard time and 
alone is because the things people are saying about you are true? 

(a) 1 Corinthians 11:28 ά.ǳǘ ƭŜǘ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΧέ 
(b) 2 Corinthians 13:5 ά9ȄŀƳƛƴŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ ¢Ŝǎǘ 

yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you? τ unless indeed you 
ŀǊŜ ŘƛǎǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘΦέ 
 

b) But we are guilty of sin! What about those charges? 
(a) Romans 8:33-34 ά²Ƙƻ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ DƻŘϥǎ ŜƭŜŎǘΚ Lǘ ƛǎ DƻŘ ǿƘƻ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŜǎΦ оп 

Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is 
ŜǾŜƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ǿƘƻ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦέ 

(b) Colossians 2:13-14 ά!ƴŘ ȅƻǳΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘŜŀŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊŜǎǇŀǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŎƛǊŎǳƳŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 14 
having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was 
ŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ !ƴŘ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƴŀƛƭŜŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎΦέ 

 
Summery: Romans 8:31-39 
 


