
Acts Chapter 22 “Citizen of Heaven” 
 

I) ¢ƘŜ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ {ǘƻǊȅ (Verses 1-21) 
 
A) Iƛǎ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ ǿŀǎ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ (1-2) 

a) IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǇŜŀƪ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ nor did he insult their intelligence by treating 
them as inferiors. He used the language that he would be best received. 

b) We must do our best to meet people where they are. Building a bridge. This is called 
ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ άŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƎǊƻǳƴŘέ 
&  1 Corinthians 9:22-23 άǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀƪ L ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀǎ ǿŜŀƪΣ ǘƘŀǘ L ƳƛƎƘǘ ǿƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀƪΦ L ƘŀǾŜ 

become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. 23 Now this I do for the 
ƎƻǎǇŜƭϥǎ ǎŀƪŜΧέ 
 

B) His testimony included the evil of the past (3-5) 
a) I was zealous just like you are today. He identified with their sin, he knew how they 

felt and had done what they had done. 
&  1 Timothy 1:15-16 ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǘƘȅ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ WŜǎǳǎ 

came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. 16 However, for this reason I 
obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƻƴ IƛƳ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ƭƛŦŜΦέ 

b) .ǳǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾƛƭΗ 
 His was a testimony, not a boastamony 

 

C) His testimony included the encounter he had with Jesus (6-11) 
a) A testimony is not complete without the message of Christ. 

 

D) His testimony was humble and gave credit to other people (12-16) 
a) άL ǿŀǎ ōƭƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƘŜƭǇέ 
b) Note: baptism is an outward symbol of an inward work.  

&  1 Corinthians 1:17 άCƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎŜƴŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭΧέ 
&  1 Peter 3:21-22 ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴ ŀƴǘƛǘȅǇŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƴƻǿ ǎŀǾŜǎ ǳǎ τ baptism (not the removal 

of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the 
ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘέ 
 

E) Iƛǎ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ (17-21) 
a) He argued with God 

 Whenever you find yourself arguing with the Lord you know you are wrong! 

b) His testimony did not get the results he had hoped for. 
 9ǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǎŀǾŜŘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǿŀȅΣ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ 

testimony. 
&  Revelation 12:11 ά!nd they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 
ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘΦέ 
 



F) What testimony do you have? 
a) People are always reading your life. What type of reading is it?  

 Is it Fiction? Where your Christian life is just imaginary? 

 Is it HistoryΚ ²ƘŜǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Řƻǿƴ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ-tense? 

 Is it an Auto Biography? Where your Christian life is really just about you? 

 Is it Comedy? Where your Christian life is just a joke? 

 Is it Drama? Where your Christian life is just a succession of dramatic events? 

 Or, is it a Love Story? Truly acted out where the world is your stage & God is your audience! 

 ΧhƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƛǘ ŀ best seller? 
 

II) ¢ƘŜ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ {ǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ (Verses 22-24) 
 
A) No matter how pleasant your speech is, people will still reject the message 

a) They ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άDŜƴǘƛƭŜǎέ 
 ²Ƙŀǘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΚ ! ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ (Arabs, 

Indians, Africans)? A tribe? The socially unacceptable? Terrible sinners? Homosexuals? 

 Do we express our disdain of the perishing through indifference?  We may not riot like the mob 
ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŘƛŘΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ǎŀȅ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ƛƴŀŎǘƛƻƴΥ άL ǿƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭΤ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
ŎŀǊŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǇŜǊƛǎƘ ƛƴ ƘŜƭƭΗέ 

b) They rejected because they were spiritually blind. 
&  Romans 11:25 άCƻǊ L Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŘŜǎƛǊŜΣ ōǊŜǘƘǊŜƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƎƴƻǊŀƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅΣ 

lest you should be wise in your own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel 
until the fullness oŦ ǘƘŜ DŜƴǘƛƭŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴΦέ 
 

B) Many /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘŜŘ ōȅ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ 
what they really stand for. 
a) All the Romans cared about was stopping problems from happening. If people have 

problems when Christians are there, then Christians must be the problem. They 
Concluded. 
 

III) ¢ƘŜ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴΩs Strategy (Verses 25-29) 
 
A) Paul had an advantage when they found out that he was a Roman citizen 

a) !ƎŀƛƴΣ tŀǳƭ ǳǎŜŘ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ǿƻǊƪΦ IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ōŜŀǘŜƴΦ 
 

B) We will one day be in a position of advantage when Christ comes back 
a) ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 

Kingdom, they will one day see. 
&  Philippians 2:10-11 άǘƘŀǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƪƴŜŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōƻǿΣ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΣ 

and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should 
ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ [ƻǊŘΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΦέ 
 



IV) Preview of Next Week (Verse 30) 
 
A) ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛŜŦ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭΧ 


