
Acts Chapter 19:1-20 “Power at Ephesus” 
 

I) Powerful Living (Verses 1-10) 
A) Have You Received the Spirit? (1-4) 

a) Subsequent to salvation 

 The first disciples 
&  John 20:22 ά!ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ IŜ ƘŀŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘƛǎΣ IŜ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ϦwŜŎŜƛǾŜ 
ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦέ 

&  Acts 1:5 άŦƻǊ WƻƘƴ ǘǊǳƭȅ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ 
not many days from now." 

&  Acts 1:8 ά.ǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇƻƴ ȅƻǳΤ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ 
shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth." 

 Again during a prayer meeting 
&  Acts 4:31 ά!ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǇǊŀȅŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 

was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God 
with boƭŘƴŜǎǎΦέ 

 Philip preaching to the Samaritans 
&  Acts 8:14-15 άbƻǿ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǘ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ {ŀƳŀǊƛŀ ƘŀŘ 

received the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them, 15 who, when they had 
come down, prayed for them that they might receivŜ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦέ 

 Commanded to believers 
&  Ephesians 5:18 άΧōŜ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘέ 

 Quote 
(i) ñThose people who say that [baptism with the Holy Spirit] happens to 

everybody at regeneration seem to me not only to be denying the New 
Testament but to be definitely quenching the Spirit.ò-M Lloyd Jones, Quoted 
by John Piper 

b) For those who are mediocre Christians  
(i) ñPaul probably asked the question as an observation of a lack of fervency.  A lack of 

love.  A lack of passion.  A lack of fire.  There are many Christians who are lacking 
the real dynamic of the Spirit in their lives. ñ ï Chuck Smith 

(ii) ñHave ye then received the Spirit since you believed?  Beloved, are you now 
receiving the Spirit?  Are you living under his divine influence?  Are you filled 
with his power?  Put the question personally.  I am afraid some professors will 
have to admit that they hardly know whether there be any Holy Ghost; and 
others will have to confess that though they have enjoyed a little of his saving 
work, yet they do not know much of his ennobling and sanctifying influence.ò 
(Spurgeon) 
 

B) Are You Ready for a Change? (5-10) 
a) The truth is we need to change a lot of things.  

(i) Someone dialed a wrong number and got the following recording: ñI am not 
available right now, but I thank you for caring enough to call.  I am making 
some changes in my life.  Please leave a message after the beep.  If I do not 
return your call, you are one of the changes.ò 

b) Spiritual manifestations 

 Speaking in tongues can accompany the baptism of the Holy Spirit, but not always. 

 hƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǊŜΧȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ! 
c) Enablement for witnessing 

 This is the ultimate purpose for the Spirit baptismτto witness of Christ. 



II) Powerful Miracles (Verses 11-20) 
A) Unusual miracles (11-12) 

a) Many practices in the book of Acts are there for us to pattern our church and lives after, but not 
this one! 

 Important to note that the power belonged to God. He simply worked through Paul (verse 
11) 

 There is something to having a point of contact where our faith becomes active instead of 
passive.  

(i) Property 

 

B) Wannabe Exorcists (13-16) 
a) Problem 1: They took it upon themselves 

 LƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƻǊŎŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǿŀǎ ά[ƻǊŘ 
Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƳŜ ŀǎ L Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅέ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ά[ƻǊŘ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ¸ƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŘƻΚέ 
&  Saul (1 Samuel 13:6-14) 

b) tǊƻōƭŜƳ нΥ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ WŜǎǳǎ 

 He was the Jesus that Paul preaches, not the Jesus that they preached 
(i) A friend of a friendé 

 Religion is meaninglessτand powerlessτwithout a personal relationship with Christ 
c) tǊƻōƭŜƳ оΥ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜƳƻƴ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀŦǊŀƛd of them 

 He knew of Jesus 
&  James 2:19 ά¸ƻǳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ DƻŘΦ ¸ƻǳ Řƻ ǿŜƭƭΦ 9ǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƻƴǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ τ 
ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜƳōƭŜΗέ 

 He knew Paul because of his connection to Jesus, and because of his powerful work against 
the kingdom of darkness. 
 

III) Powerful Results (Verses 17-20) 
A) The fear of God was spread, and the Lord Jesus was magnified 

a) This was seen in the testimonies of the people 
b) This was seen in the burning of their books 

 

B) The Word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed 
a) The Word of God always accompanies revival. 


