
Acts Chapter 14 “Ordinary Men Doing Extraordinary Things” 
 
To experience the extraordinary in your life make sure you make the following things a priority: 

1. The Word (1-7) 
2. Humility (8-18) 
3. Commitment (19-27) 

 

I. The Word (Verses 1-7) 
 

1) Belief can only come as a result of the Word of Godτthe Bible (1) 
a. There is a lot of “new” ways people are inventing to persuade people to believe but only way to 

bring a sound conviction of sin and faith in Christ is through the Bible. 
&  Romans 10:17 ά{ƻ ǘƘŜƴ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ōȅ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ 
&  James 1:18-21 άhŦ Iƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǿƛƭƭ IŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǳǎ ŦƻǊǘƘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǘǊǳǘƘΧ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ 

lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the 
ƛƳǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ǿƻǊŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻǳƭǎΦέ 

b. In you witnessing, conversations, and testimony about God make sure to include His word…it’s 
the key to salvation! 
 

2) There will always be opposition against the Word (2, 4-7) 
a. In Acts chapter 14 we see the attacks coming from without—enemies of the church 
b. But many of the most dangerous attacks against the Word come from within! 

 Today we have a popular movement in the church that undermines the Bible and replaces it 
with experience, emotion, and personal opinion. Its “truth” is constantly changing and 
adjusting to their culture and environment. The Bible is no longer accepted as the authority, 
it is no longer accepted as the rule of truth. 
i Here is what they are saying: 

 ñThe problem with the critics [conservative Evangelicals] here is that they 
think they have a superior, timeless gospel that floats above any cultureéò 
Brian McLaren 

 ñI canôt see church history in any other way except this: semper 
reformanda, continually being led and taught and guided by the Spirit into 
new truth.ò 
Brian McLaren 

 ñ[We should] stop looking for some objective Truth that is available when 
we delve into the text of the Bible.ò 
Tony Jones 

ii But what does God say? 
&  Psalms 33:4 άCƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [hw5 ƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ !ƴŘ ŀƭƭ Iƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘǊǳǘƘΦέ 
&  Psalms 119:160 ά¢ƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜǘȅ ƻŦ ¸ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊŘ ƛǎ ǘǊǳǘƘ, And every one of Your righteous 
ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘǎ ŜƴŘǳǊŜǎ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΦέ 

&  Mark 13:31 άIŜŀǾŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊǘƘ ǿƛƭƭ Ǉŀǎǎ ŀǿŀȅΣ ōǳǘ aȅ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōȅ ƴƻ ƳŜŀƴǎ Ǉŀǎǎ 
ŀǿŀȅΦέ 

&  Psalms 119:89 άCƻǊŜǾŜǊΣ h [hw5Σ ¸ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊŘ ƛǎ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ 
iii Summery 

 ñif itôs new, itôs not true; and if itôs true, itôs not newò 

 ñThe culture is to be constantly judged by the Bible, rather than the Bible 
being bent to conform to the surrounding culture.òFrancis Schaeffer 

 ñWhen Satan gets into the pulpit, or the theological chair, and pretends to 
teach Christianity, when in reality he is corrupting ité.then look out for him; 
he is at his most dangerous work.ò 
R. A. Torrey 



3) Signs and wonders accompany the Word (3) 
a. Notice that though signs and wonders accompanied Paul and Barnabas’ ministry it wasn’t the 

main theme of their preaching tours! 

 Signs and wonders follow those who believe…not those who believe follow signs and 
wonders! (see Mark 16:17) 
 

II. Humility (Verses 8-18) 
 

1) The miracle (8-10) 
a. It was following the Word 
b. He had faith to be healed 

 Faith is essential in healing and miracles. Sometime it’s the faith of the one says “rise up” or 
the faith of the one being healed (as in this case) or even the faith of the friends of the one 
who is going to be healed (as in the case of the parylitic in Mark 2)  
&  Matthew 21:21 ά{ƻ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ Ϧ!ǎǎǳǊŜŘƭȅΣ L ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 

have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but 
ŀƭǎƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΣ ϥ.Ŝ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōŜ Ŏŀǎǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀΣϥ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜΦέ 

c. Paul was not afraid of failure 

 Don’t let fear stop you from doing the ministry or mission that God has called you to!  
i Fear is the greatest hinderance to God’s work…faith can remove fear and allow us to 

move forward 

 African Impala The African impala can jump to a height of over 10 feet and 
cover a distance of greater than 30 feet. Yet these magnificent creatures 
can be kept in an enclosure in any zoo with a 3-foot wall. The animals will 
not jump if they cannot see where their feet will fall. ñFaith is the ability to 
trust what we cannot see, and with faith we are freed from the flimsy 
enclosures of life that only fear allows to entrap us.ò - John Emmons  

ii Don’t ask “what will people think?” ask, “what will God think?” 
iii Trust God to provide for you with protection and provision as you step out in faith 

 During an especially trying time in the work of the China Inland Mission, 
Hudson Taylor wrote to his wife, ñWe have twenty-five centsðand all the 
promises of God! 
 

2) They were lifted up at Lystra ς The crowd will put you on a high place (11-13) 
a. This is the nature of the crowd. They will exalt the person rather than God. 

 

3) The crowd will put people on a pedestal, but true Christians put Christ on a high 
place, themselves at a low place (14-18) 
a. Christ can only be exalted in our lives and ministry if we are willing to decrease. 

&  John 3:26-30 άAnd they came to John and said to him, "Rabbi, He who was with you 
beyond the Jordan, to whom you have testified τ behold, He is baptizing, and all are 
coming to Him!" 27 John answered and said,"A man can receive nothing unless it has 
been given to him from heaven. 28 You yourselves bear me witness, that I said,'I am 
not the Christ,' but,'I have been sent before Him.' 29 He who has the bride is the 
bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices 
greatly because of the bridegroom's voice. Therefore this joy of mine is fulfilled. 30 He 
must increase , but I must decrease.έ 

b. One of the greatest distinguishing marks of a false prophet is self exaltation 
c. Paul and Barnabus were outraged that people would lift them up instead of Christ 

 They tore their clothes in sorrow, and immediately began to redirect attention to Jesus 



 They declared that they were the same as the people there—not better or above them. They 
were ordinary men! 

 ñThey that know God will be humble,ò John Flavel has said, ñand they that 
know themselves cannot be proud.ò 

 There are no great men and women of God, only men and women of a great God! 
 The Handbook of Magazine Article Writing contains this illustration by Philip 
Barry Osborne; ñAlex Haley, the author of ROOTS, has a picture in his 
office, showing a turtle sitting atop a fence. The picture is there to remind 
him of a lesson he learned long ago: óIf you see a turtle on a fence post, 
you know he had some help.ô  ñSays Alex, óAny time I start thinking, WOW, 
isnôt this marvelous what Iôve done! I look at that picture and remember how 
this turtleðmeðgot up on that post.ôò 

III. Commitment (Verses 19-27) 
 

1) What does commitment mean? 
a. It means you keep going even after persecution or failure (19-22) 

 Because we must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God (see vs. 22) 
b. It means that you make sure you see the work through until completion (23-26) 

 Paul’s ministry meant laying the foundation and seeing the churches established 
i This included raising up leadership and elders. 
ii This included visiting and encouraging the local churches 

 Until the job is done (see vs 26) 
 

2) We will then have a testimony of the extraordinary things that God has done 
through us! (27) 


