Acts Chapter 14 “Ordinary Men Doing Extraordinary Things”

To experience the extraordinary in your life make sure you make the following things a priority:
1. The Word (17)
2. Humility (8-18)
3. Commitment (1927)

The Word (Verses-¥)

1) Belief can only come asrasult of the Wordof Godr the Bible(1)
a. There is a lot of “new” ways people are inventing to persuade people to believe but only way to
bring a sound conviction of sin and faith in Christ is through the Bible.
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lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the
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b. Inyou witnessing, conversations, and testimony about God make sure to include His word...it"s
the key to salvation!

2) There will always be opposition against the Word (27%
a. InActs chapter 14 we see the attacks coming from without—enemies of the church
b. But many of the most dangerous attacks against the Word come from within!

e Today we have a popular movement in the church that undermines the Bible and replaces it
with experience, emotion, and personal opinion. Its “truth” is constantly changing and
adjusting to their culture and environment. The Bible is no longer accepted as the authority,
it is no longer accepted as the rule of truth.
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3) Signs and wonders accompany the Word (3)

a. Notice that though signs and wonders accompanied Paul and Barnabas’ ministry it wasn’t the
main theme of their preaching tours!

e Signs and wonders follow those who believe...not those who believe follow signs and
wonders! (see Mark 16:17)

Il. Humility (Verses 818)

1) The miracle (8L0)
a. Itwas following the Word
b. He had faith to be healed
e Faith is essential in healing and miracles. Sometime it’s the faith of the one says “rise up” or
the faith of the one being healed (as in this case) or even the faith of the friends of the one
who is going to be healed (as in the case of the parylitic in Mark 2)
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c. Paul was not afraid of failure
e Don't let fear stop you from doing the ministry or mission that God has called you to!
I Fearis the greatest hinderance to God’s work...faith can remove fear and allow us to
move forward
¢ African Impala The African impala can jump to a height of over 10 feet and
cover a distance of greater than 30 feet. Yet these magnificent creatures
can be kept in an enclosure in any zoo with a 3-foot wall. The animals will
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il Don’t ask “what will people think?” ask, “what will God think?”
iii  Trust God to provide for you with protection and provision as you step out in faith
¢ During an especially trying time in the work of the China Inland Mission,
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2) They were lifted up at Lystrg The crowd will put you ora high placg11-13)
a. Thisis the nature of the crowd. They will exalt the person rather than God.

3) The crowd will put people on a pedestal, butue Christians put Christ on a high
place themselves at a low placgl4-18)
a. Christ can only be exalted in our lives and ministry if we are willing to decrease.

& John 3:2630 ¢And they came to John and said to him, "Rabbi, He who was with you
beyond the Jordan, to whom you have testiftedbehold, He is baptizing, and all are
coming to Him!" 27 John answered andds& man can receive nothing unless it has
been given to him from heaven. 28 You yourselves bear me witness, that | said,'l am
not the Christ," but,'l have been sent before Him.' 29 He who has the bride is the
bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroomvho stands and hears him, rejoices
greatly because of the bridegroom's voice. Therefore this joy of mine is fulfilled. 30 He
must increase , but | must decrease.

b. One of the greatest distinguishing marks of a false prophet is self exaltation
c. Paul and Barnabus were outraged that people would lift them up instead of Christ
e They tore their clothes in sorrow, and immediately began to redirect attention to Jesus



e They declared that they were the same as the people there—not better or above them. They
were ordinary men!
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know themselves cannot be proud. 0
e There are no great men and women of God, only men and women of a great God!
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IIl.Commitment(Verses 1P7)

1) What does commitment mean?
a. It means you keep going even after persecution or failure (19-22)
e Because we must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God (see vs. 22)
b. It means that you make sure you see the work through until completion (23-26)
e Paul’s ministry meant laying the foundation and seeing the churches established
i This included raising up leadership and elders.
il This included visiting and encouraging the local churches
e Until the job is done (see vs 26)

2) We will then have a testimony of the extraordinary things that God has done
through us!(27)



